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L4. Coroner at Time of Killing, Ballistics Expert and Sirhan's Attorney. 




Two key experts support Charach’s I 
claim that Sirhan isn’t the killer —I 
former Los Angeles Coroner Dr. 
Thomas T- Noguchi and nationally- 
recognized ballistics expert, William 
W. Harper. Both say that Kennedy 
was shot from behind and from a dis- 
tance of within 3 inches. 

At no time was Sirhan ever closer 
than. 4 feet to Kennedy, nor was he 
ever behind him, Isaac says. 

Harper, a noted criminologist who 
has qualified as a ballistics expert in 
the courts of -seven states, said in an 
affidavit filed by Charach with the Los 
Angeles Superior Court last June 25: 
“During the past seven months I 
have made a careful review and study 
of the physical circumstances of the 
assassination of Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy. In this connection I have 
examined the physical evidence intro- 
duced at the trial, including the Sirhan 
weapon, the bullets and shell cases. I 
have also studied the autopsy report, 
the autopsy photographs, and pertin- 
ent portions of the trial testimony.” 
From that study, Harper concluded: 
“1. Two .22-caliber guns were in- 
volved in the assassination. 

“2. Senator Kennedy was killed by 
one of the shots fired from Firing Po- 
sition B, fired by a second gunman. I" 
Firing Position B was located close 
to the senator, immediately to his 
right and rear. • 

“3. The five bystanders that were ■ 
wounded were shot by Sirhan from Fir- ■ 
ing Position A, located directly in 
front of the senator. 

“4. It is extremely unlikely that any 
of the bullets fired by the Sirhan gun 
ever struck the body of Senator Ken- 
nedy. 

“It is self-evident,” Harper said in 
his affidavit, “that within the brief 
time of the shooting (roughly 14 sec- 
onds) Sirhan could not have been in 
both firing positions at the same time. 

“No eyewitness saw Sirhan at any 
position other than the firing position 
A (in front of the senator) where he 
was quickly restrained by citizens.” 

He also stated that the fatal shot 
was fired 1 to 3 inches from the sena- 
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tor’s head. . Noguchi, who performed 
the autopsy on Kennedy, testified at 
the Sirhan trial that the senator died 
as a result of a gunshot wound behind 
his right ear. 

Two other bullets entered under Ken- 
nedy’s right armpit. Dr. Noguchi testi- 
fied. 

The former coroner told the court 
that all the bullets were fired into 
Kennedy from back to front, right 
to left and upward. 

“At first,” Dr. Noguchi told The 



ENQUIRER, “from the various tests 
we conducted as to powder burn pat- 
terns, etc., we had determined that the 
shot behind the ear was fired with 
the muzzle distance 3 inches away. 
But further study showed that it could 
have been fired from only 1 inch 
away.” 

The following question was then put 
to Dr. Noguchi by The ENQUIRER: 

Q. “Senator Kennedy was then shot 
from the back?” 

A. “It was the only way, since bul- 




lets go in a straight line. Bullets do 
not curve and go around. They can 
only go straight. The bullets went 
from back to front.” 

Charach told The ENQUIRER: “I 
have talked to many witnesses of the 
actual slaying and they are certain 
that the senator did not turn his head 
during the firing in such a way so he 
could have • been shot upwards and 
from the rear by Sirhan.” ' 

Sirhan’s attorney, Isaac, who has 
' represented him only since the trial; 

■ not during it, remarked to The 
ENQUIRER: 

“We are now in the unusual situa- 
tion of finding that Senator Kennedy 
was shot — including the one (shot) 
through his clothes — four times from 
the rear. • 

“And Sirhan, according to various 
witnesses, was 4 to 11 feet in front of , 
him. 

“How does a man get shot in the 
back four times at point-blank range 
by a man that is that distance in front 
of him? This is a question the Ameri- I 
can people will want to know the an- - 
swer to.” 

The attorney said he has discussed 
Charach’s investigative findings with 
Sirhan at San Quentin Prison’s “death 
row.” 

“Mr. Sirhan has evidenced a great 
interest in them,” Isaac said. “You . 
may recall that he himself has no con- 
scious recollection of the facts — 
which, incidentally, I totally believe. 

“And his interest is keen in these 
facts because he would like to know — 
as many of the rest of the folks would 
— exactly what occurred that night at - 
the Ambassador Hotel.” 





